Fatal epistaxis in craniofacial trauma.
Facial trauma often results in minor and infrequently results in major bleeding in the structures of the face. We have recently observed two patients who suffered fatal hemorrhages which could have been controlled using relatively simple measures. Treating physicians often overlook this serious and potentially life-threatening source of hemorrhage until the patient has been in shock for long periods of time and irreversible ischemic brain damage and renal failure have occurred. With careful attention to examination of the face and oropharynx, hemorrhage from these sites can be identified early and the appropriate measures taken to control epistaxis.